CHAPTER   XXVIII
VISIT TO EUROPE
1910-1911
men had led such a crowded life as Pherozeshah, and the strain
of it began to tell increasingly as he approached the Psalmist's * three
score and ten/ His regular habits and frequent visits to Matheran
and other hill stations had enabled him all these years to maintain
his strength and activities; but prolonged and complete rest was
necessary to a man who was required to be in the thick of the fight
in every place. Since his last trip to Europe in 1897, he had not
enjoyed much rest, or known a real holiday. It was necessary -lor
him to tear himself completely away from his surroundings, and to
get away to a place where the dust and heat of political controversy
might not affect him. He decided accordingly to leave for Europe in
the summer of 1910.
There was a general desire to give him a public entertainment
before his departure, and a representative committee was formed for
carrying out the arrangements. The entertainment came off on 18
April 1910, in the spacious grounds of the Princess Mary yictoria
Gymkhana at Colaba, tastefully decorated for the occasion, and was
very largely attended by men and women of all communities. Lord
Sydenham conveyed his regrets at being unavoidably absent, and felt
confident that "the universal appreciation of Sir Pherozeshah's
eminent services to Bombay" would ensure the success of the enter-
tainment. A letter was also received from the venerable Dadabhai
Naoroji, which stated that "for his great services to the city as well
as to the whole country, Sir Pherozeshah richly deserved their
gratitude."
The health of the guest of the evening was proposed by Mr.
(afterwards Sir) Charles Armstrong, one of the leaders of the
European mercantile community in Bombay, in a few well-chosen
words. He said the name of Pherozeshah had been a household word
for years. Jhey knew him as a public-spirited citizen of the best type,
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